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Musical Commemoration From Death to Hope Was
Focal Point of Yom HaShoah Observance

was the focal point of o Yom HaShoah (Holocaust

Remembrance Day) observance on May 2 in the
Shorp Theater of Ramapo College’s Angelica and Russ
Berrie Center for Performing and Visual Arts. Co-sponsor
ing the observance with Center for Holocaust & Genocide
Studies were the Sisterhoods of Temple Emonuel of the
Pascack Valley and Temple Beth Sholom, Park Ridge

T he musical commemoration From Decth to Hope,

Conceived and created by Michoel Ficocelli From Death
to Hope, uses a unique combination of words, original
music and visual imogery fo explore the meaning and
legacy of the Holocaust or Shoah (Nozi Germany's war
against the Jews). Most of the spoken text is from the
works of Auschwitz survivors and authors Viklor Frankl
and Elie Wiesel. Born in Austria and a psychiotrist by
training, Frankl wrote the highly influential Man’s Search
for Meaning, based on his experiences in the Holocaust
Marei Shein Ficocelli, the composer’s spouse, was the
musical director and one of the performers of the piece.

According to composer Ficocelli, he created From Death
to Hope 1o “tap the emotions of the oudience, yet leave
them with o feeling of beauty and hope.” In order not fo
trivialize the tragedy and horror of the Shoah, Ficocelli,
who is not Jewish, immersed himself in the history and lit-
erature before composing the piece. Although a fulltime
teacher ot the Glen Rock (New Jersey) Middle School,
Michael Ficocelli has published over 20 pieces of music.
In addition to From Death to Hope, Ficocelli has been
commissioned to compose other works by Temple Sharey
Tefilodsrael. They include a fullength musical, Medina, A
Dream Fulfilled ond Shabat 2000:Jozz Service of the
Century. Most recently, the composer finished scoring the
music for a three-part documentary, Jewish America: The
Civil War (Black Dog Films), which soon will be cired on
the History Channel.

From Death to Hope was first performed on May 7, 1997
at Temple Sharey Tefilodsrael, South Orange, New Jersey
as part of the Community Interfaith Service for Yom
HoShooh-Holocaust Remembrance Day.
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